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Dear Mr. Dillon,

As a journalist and editor at one of the nation's largest sailing
magazines, and as a friend of Mike Plant, I was in a unique and
unsettling position to watch and record events as they unravelled
following Mike's disappearance in the North Atlantic last fall.
Knowing what we now know with regard to Mike's unregistered 406
MHz EPIRB, I'm very encouraged by the steps being taken to ensure
mandatory registration.

unfortunately, I feel the current rule under proposal is flawed
and inadequate. Though conceived under the best of intentions, it
fails in its ability to constitute real change.

Without a complete and uncompromised roster of users and equip
ment, the entire premise of the COSPAS/SARSAT system is reduced
to a network of open~ended questions and maddening uncertainty.
The very real technological benefits and possibilites are held
hostage to the equally real human fallacies of forgetfulness and
procrastination.

Please reconsider the provision calling for point~of-sale EPIRB
registration. It is the best, surest way of fulfilling the re
markable promise of modern search-and-rescue advancements and
procedures. I truly believe it is the final link in a chain that
will save lives and prevent a tragedy like Mike Plant's from oc
curing again.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

~lJkJ!w~
~~;:-bMcCormick

Executive Editor
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DE)~r. Mr. Oil on:

It has een brought to my attention that you wore involved
in a change 'n regul~tions concorning registration of 406 ~prRBS.

If l uncerstand correctly, the n~w regulation w;lll rnak.o tho
r89istratton of the 406 EPIRB~ mandatory. I would like to
S~9gest maki 9 th~ registration mandatory at time of pu~ch"sa.

This is a very simple procedure which can saVG lives. 1
have been in olv~d in off-shore, short-handed racing foe many
YQ?\l.-S; but ,) ly !:'calizcd uftGt' Mike Plant':::> disappearance t.hat 1
too had not . egisterod my 406 E-PERB. In 199] I had done two
:~d.ngh:2-'h.JndeI trans",p,tlant ic r~Ges t,nck-to-b.'.\CK vii th a vll':': lid ].1:1
u&Qless hiec~ of equicment,
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r thir:ki.it is c:t-it:Leal to m2,kc t.hE:rcgi~:;.tl'.ltion of tI'Li.: ijfH;

if: -;~E~~a ti\~n~aj:CH.-y nt t 1Ine Q f puroh,;::l.sr;: _ 'lh;;mk you fen: Y()l.li~
("O.1$ldf·.ra tl(n,l.
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